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In the Claims: 

Please AMEND the claims as follows: 

1 (Currently amended) Apparatus for use in handling a load comprising a load-bearing 
rope, a mechanism for paying out and recovering the load-bearing rope, a service cable and a 
service cable holder for holding the service cable, a first wrapping device for rotating one of the 
service cable and the load-bearing rope around the other as they are payed out to wrap the two 
together, and to unwrap them firom one another as they ate recovered, a mechanism for holding 
and paying out a securing member, and a second wrapping device for wrapping the securing 
member around the service cable and the load-bearing rope, and to unwrap the securing member 
from the service cable and load-bearing rope as either of them is recovere d, wherein the securing 
member is wrapped around the rope and service cable in a form select ed from the group 
consisting o f a nlanar strip, a tape and a ribbon, 

2 (Cancelled) 

3 (Previoiisly amended) Apparatus as claimed in claim 1, wherein the securing member is 
resilient. 

4 (Previously amended) Apparatus as claimed in claim 1, wherein the seeming member is 
tensioned as it is applied to the rope. 

5 (Previously amended) Apparatus as claimed in claim I , wherein the first wrapping 
device rotates a service cable drum in a circular path around the axis of the rope. 

6 (Previously amended) Apparatus as claimed in claim 1 , wherein the service cable is 
stored on a drum having an axis that is co-axial with the axis of the rope and wherein the service 
cable wrapping device rotates around the drum to pay out the service cable. 

7 (Previously amended) Apparatus as claimed in claim 1 , wherein the securing member is 
stored on a securing member drum and wherein the second wrapping device rotates the securing 

PHIP\53<II43M 

2 



PAGE 3/6' RCVD AT l/tO/2007 9:33:34 AM [Eastern Standard Time]' SVR:USPTO-EPXRF*2/18 ' DNIS:2738300' CSID: ' DURATION (inm-ss):02-02 



01/10/07 09:34 FA l 



DB&R PHILA. 



@]004 



Application Serial No. ] 0/531,1 05 
Amendment Undear 37 CFR 1.312 
Attorney Docka 8830-332US1 (208943) 

member drum in a circular path around the axis of the rope. 

8 (Previously amended) Apparatus as claimed in claim 1 , wherein the securing member is 
stored otx a drum that has an axis which coincides with the axis of the load-bearing rope, the 
securing member drum having a central aperture through which the load-bearing rope passes, 
and wherein the securing member passes over a sheave which is mounted for movement in a 
circular path around the axis of the load-bearing rope, 

9 (Previously amended) Apparatus as claimed in claim 1, wherein the second winding 
device is arranged to discharge the securing member radially outward of the service cable to 
wind the securing member around the service cable and the load-bearing rope, 

10 (Previously amended) Apparatus as claimed in claim 1, wherein the securing member 
comprises an elastic strip with a non-elastic reinforcing member to limit the maximum extension 
of the securing member. 

1 1 (Previously amended) Apparatus as claimed in claim 1^ wherein the securing member 
incorporates an adhesive to hold the securing member to the rope and service cable. 

12 (Previously amended) Apparatus as claimed in claim 1, wherein the wrapping devices 
are arranged to pay out the service cable and/or the securing member close to the axis of the 
rope. 

13 (Previo\3sly amended) Apparatus as claimed in claim 1 , having more than one service 
cable wrapping device to accommodate respective service cables and to wrap them on to the 
rope. 

14 (Previously amended) Apparatus as claimed in claim 1, having guide means to guide at 
least one selected &om the group consisting of the service cable(s), the securing member and the 
rope, the guide means comprising at lea^t one selected 6om the group consisting of a roller and a 
sheave. 
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15 (Previously amended) Apparatus as claiined in claim 14, wherein the guide means 
comprises a roller cage provided around the circumference of at least one selected from the 
group consisting of the securing member, the guide means and the rope. 

16 (Ctirrently amended) A method for use in handling a load, comprising: 
paying out a load-bearing rope; 

paying out a sendee cable; 

wrapping one of the rope and the service cable around the other as they are being paid out; 
wrapping a securing member around the service cable and load-bearing rope as they are being 
paid out; and subsequently unwrapping the securing member and service cable from the load- 
bearing rope as the load-bearing rope is recovere d^herein flie securing m ember is wrapped 
around the rope and service cable in the form of a planar strip, tape or ribbon , 

17 (Original) A method as claimed in claim 16, wherein the securing member is wound 
around the load-bearing rope in the opposite direction to the service cable. 

1 8 (Previously amended) A method as claimed in claim 1 6, \^erein the securing member is 
wrapped around the rope and service cable(s) only at intervals along the rope. 

1 9 (Original) A method as claimed in claim 1 6, wherein the securing member is wrapped 
continuously around the length of the rope as it is payed out. 

20 (Previously amended) A method as claimed in claim 16, wherein the securing member is 
tensioned as it is wound around the rope. 

21 (Previously amended) A method as claimed in claim 16, wherein tape is applied 
intermittently on top of the securing member. 

22 (Previously amended) A method as claimed in claim 16, wherein at least two service 
cables are entwined with the rope before the securing member is applied. 
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